
December 4, 2022 Acts 15:1-35 
Are Works Needed for Salvation? 

 
 
Since the earliest days of humanity, people have tried to do things to make themselves right with 
God.  Once a religious man came to Jesus (Matt. 19:16) and asked, “What good thing shall I do, 
that I may have eternal life?”  

Even in our modern times, confusion still exists over the question, “Are works needed for 
salvation?”  Most religious groups teach that they are.  In this lesson, we will see how the early 
church dealt with this question, and find God’s answer as revealed in the Bible.   

The fourteenth chapter of Acts ended with Paul and Barnabas back at their “home base” of Antioch 
in Syria after completing their First Missionary Journey.   

Acts 15:1 Some men came from Judea to Antioch, teaching: “Except ye be 
_________________ after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be 
___________.”   
 

There were believers in Antioch who were Gentiles, and therefore had never been circumcised.  
The intent of these men from Judea was that a person could not be saved unless he first became a 
Jew. 

Acts 15:2-3 Having seen many Gentiles saved during their missionary travels, Paul 
and Barnabas disagreed.  Why did they decide to go to Jerusalem? 
 
What did they do along the way? 
 

Acts 15:4-5 The church, apostles, and elders received Paul and the others.  What did 
some of the believers who were Pharisees insist? 
 

Acts 15:6 Who got together to decide this question? 
 

Acts 15:7-8 Peter reminded the group that God had previously told him to take the 
Gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 10).  What did God do to show that Gentiles 
could be saved in exactly the same way as Jews? 
 

Acts 15:9 In terms of salvation, there is no ________________ between Jews and 
Gentiles 
 

Acts 15:10-11 The yoke referred to in verse 10 is the Law.  Neither Jews nor Gentiles 
are able to perfectly live up to God’s standard (see Rom. 3:23).  “But we 
believe that through the ___________ of the Lord ___________  
____________ we shall be ___________, even as __________. 
 

Acts 15:12 Everyone listened as Paul and Barnabas told about Gentiles being saved 
during their missionary trip. 
 



James now took the floor.  This was not the Apostle James, who had already been killed by King 
Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12:1-2).  This James was the half-brother of Jesus, who would later write 
the New Testament book of James. 

In Acts 15:13-18, James reminded the apostles and elders that God chose Israel from among all 
the nations to be His special people.  Through the Old Testament prophets, God revealed that 
Gentiles (“the residue” in v. 17) would be included in His plan of salvation.  God has always had 
a plan, from the beginning of the world. 

Acts 15:19 What was James’ judgment in the matter? 
 

Acts 15:20 James said Gentiles did not have to be circumcised before they could be 
saved, but they should abstain from the following after they were saved:   

1. ____________________________ 
2. ____________________________ 
3. ____________________________ 
4. ____________________________ 

 
Acts 15:21 Gentile Christians needed to follow these standards to avoid offending 

the Jews, who lived in all the cities where Gentiles were being saved. 
 

Acts 15:22 How did the apostles, elders, and the whole church react to James’ 
recommendation? 
 

Acts 15:23-29 They wrote their decision in a letter and sent it, along with some of their 
own men, to Antioch. 
 

Acts 15:30-31 How did the Antioch church react to the decision? 
 

Acts 15:32-35 The Gospel was preached even more than before.  Paul wrote Galatians 
during this time in Antioch. 
 

Concluding Thoughts: Faced with the question of whether Gentiles must be circumcised before 
becoming Christians, the early church settled the issue once and for all: works are not needed for 
salvation.  They clearly taught that salvation is God’s work, which cannot be earned by any 
human effort or works.  In other words, salvation is a gift of grace, not the result of trying to be a 
good person. 

There are thousands of religions in the world.  The difference between Christianity and all those 
religions and is that they emphasize human effort, while the Bible says we can only be saved by 
God’s activity on our behalf (Eph. 2:8-9).  According to the Bible, salvation is by grace alone, 
through faith alone, in Jesus Christ alone.  Good works will not get you to heaven.   

Have you trusted Jesus for salvation, or are you trying to “work” your way to heaven?  If you’ve 
never accepted Christ’s gift of salvation, read the verses printed on the back of this book, then turn 
from your sins and place your faith in Jesus.  Please do it now. 

 
 
Project: Memorize Ephesians 2:8-9.  Ask several people this week what a person must do to go 
to heaven.  Tell them what the Bible says about salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 


