The vision
October 18, 2022

As I share these thoughts with you, we are 68 days away from Christmas. That tells me the
calendar year 2022 is almost gone. As I reflect on the 2022 calendar year, it has been an
unusual year of decline politically, economically, culturally, and spiritually in the United
States. Crime is rampant almost everywhere. You cannot watch or read the news without
seeing that people have become more lawless, more evil, and self-centered to the point of
senselessly taking innocent lives. It happens with such regularity; we think little of it until
crime hits someone we know and love personally.
Wayne Robertson
Pastor
Since the pandemic, church life across the United States has suffered greatly. There are few
exceptions. Those who study church trends and keep up with the demographics say that church
attendance is down and the number in attendance are more gray heads than dark hair (referring to more older people
than younger people). Despite these challenges, I believe with all my heart that it has been an unusually blessed year
for Morningside. We seem to be just a very few weeks away from seeing the completion of our Family Life Center.
To God be the Glory! Our mission has never changed. Our focus remains, “Reaching Families for the Future.”
Until Jesus returns, the Great Commission is our mission.
As of this writing, the Lord has provided through His people $2,247,784.87. As you read this, join me in giving
praise to God for His provision for this campaign. When Morningside members voted to embark on a three million
dollar plus building program, no one could have dreamed that we would face such a daunting challenge as a
world-wide pandemic, something not seen in over 100 years. While the pandemic challenged us, it has not in any
way hindered the Lord. I praise Him for His faithfulness with every fiber of my being, and I also thank you for your
faithfulness with all that is within me. Every dime and dollar that has been given has been sacred in the eyes of the
Lord and deeply, deeply appreciated by your pastor and Elders. In round figures we are approximately one million
dollars away from having the project paid for. This will be a priority until we celebrate a “bank note” burning at
some point in the future. Pray with me that the remaining funds will be given in record time.
As a reminder, Morningside’s overriding focus is to pray for the many unnamed people throughout our community
who need Jesus. The number one job of any New Testament church is to glorify Jesus, and He is glorified through
the saving of those who do not know His personal forgiveness through His sacrifice on the cross. Pray, pray, pray
that we might be instruments through which the Holy Spirit will work to “reach families” for His Kingdom
throughout our community.
Praying you have a very blessed week,
Brother Wayne

Muffins!
A big THANK YOU goes to the classes that provided muffins for Muffin Monday at VSU.
This month those classes were the Single Again Senior Ladies and the ladies of the Pastor’s
Class. The muffins are always a big hit on campus, and they open doors for some
conversations with students. Thank you, church family, for your prayers and support of our
outreach efforts at VSU.
John Yates

Minister of Education

Campus Outreach Activity
Our next outreach activity targeting the students in Georgia Hall, Langdale Hall, and Reade Hall is scheduled for
Thursday, October 27. We will be “Fallin’ for VSU,” as we give away funnel cakes, hot chocolate, coffee, and
Gospel tracts. Ask God to touch some lives through this fun fall event. See the promotional graphic below:

Join us as we send the Gospel around the world. We encourage you to pack a traditional shoebox gift just like we
have in years past and bring it to church on Sunday, November 13. You can also build a shoebox online to help us
reach our goal, or do both! For a donation of just $25, you can select the items you wish to pack online and
Samaritan’s Purse will pack the box and send it for you in Jesus’ Name. Be sure to share this opportunity with others
and let’s see what God will do!

Click Here to Start Building Your Shoebox

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/?id=2b8e94f9-fdc2-4c3c-9f7b-78494b669a09

LIVING HOPE
Words and Music by Phil Wickham & Brian Johnson
How great the chasm that lay between us.
How high the mountain I could not climb.
In desperation, I turned to heaven,
And spoke your name into the night.
David Tew

Then through the darkness,
Your loving kindness tore through the shadows of my soul.
The work is finished, the end is written.
Jesus Christ, my living hope.

Minister of Music

Who could imagine so great a mercy?
What heart could fathom such boundless grace?
The God of ages stepped down from glory
To wear my sin and bear my shame.
The cross has spoken, I am forgiven.
The King of kings calls me His own.
Beautiful Savior, I'm Yours forever, Jesus Christ, my living hope.
Then came the morning that sealed the promise,
Your buried body began to breathe.
Out of the silence, the roaring Lion Declared the grave has no claim on me.
Jesus, yours is the victory!
Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free! Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me!
You have broken every chain, There's salvation in Your name.
Jesus Christ, my living hope! God, You are my living hope!

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you,
saith the LORD,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil,
to give you an expected end.”
Jeremiah 29:11
In a world that seems hopeless, we have a great living Hope in Jesus Christ.
Because He Lives,
Brother David

Over the past 450 some odd days we have been working toward this point in time. You see,
about 450 days ago the Youth were on their annual Summer Bible Camp trip at Shocco Springs,
Alabama. There we studied about being Sowers of the Word, about working for the “harvest,”
and we had great excitement because a new Family Life Center was in the works. Throughout all
this time we have prayed about the coming days, and we have dreamed about the impact we can
make for Christ. And now it is almost time to put His plan, His will, into action. Now is the time
for laborers to step forward.
“Nipper”

John Nitschke
To earn a little “sweat equity” in the FLC project the Youth will “step up” and begin cleaning the
Youth Director
new facility in preparation for it’s opening. In working with the construction company, we have a
plan and process to follow making the next two Saturdays designated as “Youth Workdays at the FLC.”
We will meet at 9:00 AM Saturday, October 22 in the Fellowship Hall to go over the plan and then we will begin to
wipe everything down, vacuum, mop, polish and shine to honor God’s Blessings. We will repeat this process the
following Saturday, October 29. Both days we should be finished around noon.

Please encourage your student to attend these workdays, for it’s a great time to serve, to work together in Fellowship,
and its needed to help prepare the FLC for operation. If you care to – come join us. Any questions just ask Nipper!!
Keep The Faith!!
Brother Nipper

Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest
to send out laborers into His harvest.
Matthew 9:38

Morningside Baptist Church,

Thank you so much for the wonderful meal that you provided our family
after my mother’s service. It was all so delicious and appreciated.
Words cannot express what Morningside meant to my mother. She loved
her church family dearly.
Please know that we so appreciate all that you have done throughout
the years
.

The family of Nina Moore

All ladies of Morningside are invited to attend a bridal shower for
Faith Johnson bride-elect of Zachary Peterson
October 22
1:00 - 3:00 PM
Fellowship Hall
Faith is registered at Target, Bed, Bath & Beyond and Perfect Settings.

Church Records October 16, 2022
Worship Service
10:30 AM Morning Worship...................... 287
Nursery ........................................................ 13
Total
300
Evening Worship......................................... 212
Nursery ........................................................ 10
Total
222

Sunday School Attendance
Preschool ...................................................... 13
Children ........................................................ 19
Youth ............................................................ 34
College & Career .......................................... 24
Adults .........................................................156
Total
246
Contacts ................................................. 644
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