
August 14, 2022 Judges 10 – 12 
Bargaining with God 

 
 
Remember the cycle repeated throughout the book of Judges.  Over and over, Israel sinned, fell 
under foreign oppression, and cried out to God for deliverance.  In response, the Lord raised up 
a judge to lead Israel and deliver them from oppression; after which they enjoyed a period of peace 
and rest.  When Israel had a good leader, they were faithful to God, but as soon as that leader died 
Israel reverted to their old sinful ways. 

Because of this repeated cycle, Israel was constantly in and out of trouble.  They worshipped idols 
and there were even civil wars between the various tribes.  The spiritual climate in Israel was poor, 
much like it is in modern-day America.  When people experience troubles and are weak spiritually, 
they often try to “bargain” or “make deals” with God.  They beg for God’s help and promise to do 
things for Him if He will rescue them from trouble or give them victory. 

Have you ever tried to bargain with God?  In today’s lesson you will learn about a man who did, 
and the awful price he paid. 

Judges 10:1-5 tell about two more judges, Tola, and Jair. 

Judg. 10:6 What did the Israelites do? 
 

Judg. 10:7 How did God feel about this? 
 
What did He do to them? 
 

Judg. 10:8 How long were they oppressed? 
 

Judg. 10:10 What did the children of Israel do? 
 

God initially ignored their cries for help (v. 11-14), but when the Israelites turned from their 
idolatry, He felt pity for them (v. 16). 

Judg. 11:1 The next judge was Jephthah.  What two facts does this verse tell us 
about him? 
 

Judg. 11:2-3 What did his half-brothers do to him? 
 

Judg. 11:4-6 What did the elders of Gilead want Jephthah to do? 
 

Verses 12-28: Jephthah sent word to the king of Ammon, asking why he was coming to fight 
against Israel.  The king falsely accused Israel of taking his land.  In fact, God gave the land to 
Israel 300 years earlier when they defeated another nation, not the Ammonites. 



Judg. 11:29 “Then the ____________ of the __________ came upon Jephthah.”  He 
led his people into battle. 
 

Judg. 11:30-31 Jephthah made a vow to God.  What did He promise? 
 

Vows such as this were common among pagan kings and generals.  Jephthah was bargaining with 
God: “If you do ________ for me then I will do ________ for you in return.”  Here’s the key 
question: Did God tell Jephthah to make such a vow? 

Judg. 11:32-33 Jephthah’s army won a great victory: “…and the __________ delivered 
them into his hands.” 
 

Judg. 11:34 Who was first to greet Jephthah when he returned home? 
 

Judg. 11:35 Why was Jephthah upset? 
 

Judg. 11:39 What did Jephthah do to his daughter? 
 

God has never sanctioned or approved human sacrifice.  Jephthah was a man whose values were 
shaped by his ungodly culture.  In the face of battle, he tried to bargain with God and he made a 
foolish vow.  The Lord used Jephthah to win a victory, but Jephthah never asked Him for help or 
direction.  God never told him to make that vow or to sacrifice his daughter.  In fact, Leviticus 27 
tells how Israelites were to redeem (with a money gift) those pledged to God in a vow.  Jephthah 
sacrificed his daughter because he was influenced by the paganism and false religion so prominent 
in Israel.  He thought he was being spiritual by keeping his vow, but in reality, he was just being 
foolish. 

Chapter 12 tells about civil war in Israel and identifies three more judges: Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon. 

Concluding Thoughts: We can fall into the same error as Jephthah.  When we get into trouble or 
come under oppression we usually panic, and when we panic we might try to bargain with God.  
Because we live in an ungodly, man-centered culture, it is easy for us to do things God never told 
us to do, all the time thinking we are being spiritual. 

If you faithfully read and study God’s Word, you will not be fooled by the world’s so-called 
“spirituality.”  You will know what is right (by God’s standard: the Bible) so you will not bargain 
with God or make foolish promises.  If, on the other hand, you don’t take time to put God’s Word 
in your mind and heart, you will certainly fall prey to the world’s deceptions and make foolish and 
hurtful decisions like Jephthah did. 

The choice is yours.  Which course will you follow? 

 
 
Project: Spend time in God’s Word this week.  Use the Daily Bible Reading Guide every day.  
Memorize Proverbs 3:5-6.  God promises to give you guidance when you seek it from Him and 
not from the world. 


