
May 29, 2022 Deuteronomy 27 – 30 
The Choice is Yours 

 
 
Did your parents ever tell you something like this: “If you do ____________, I will give you a 
cookie, but if you do ___________, I will spank you – the choice is yours.”  What did you do?  
Did you choose the cookie or the spanking? 

That’s an illustration of a very simple, childlike choice, but we face choices almost that simple 
every day.  The civil authorities tell us if we obey the traffic rules we will be blessed by being 
allowed to use the public roads, but if we disobey, we will pay a price.  Your employer does the 
same, by letting you know that if you do certain things you’ll get a paycheck, but if you don’t 
you’ll lose your job. 

We choose between behaviors that bring good things and behaviors that bring bad things every 
day we live.  God gave Israel a very clear choice, too.  Let’s find out what that choice was and see 
if it applies to our lives today. 

Behaviors That Bring God’s Curse 
Deut. 27:12-14 Moses gave the Israelites some very specific instructions about a special 

ceremony they were to carry out after they entered the Promised Land.  
Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal.  Half the tribes were to stand on one 
mountain, while the other half stood on the other mountain.  The Levites 
were to speak. 
 

Deut. 27:15-26 Describe in a word or short phrase each behavior that brings God’s 
curse: 

 v. 15:  v. 16:  

v. 17:  v. 18:  

v. 19:  v. 20:  

v. 21:  v. 22:  

v. 23:  v. 24:  

v. 25:  v. 26:  

The behaviors that bring God’s curse include idolatry, disrespect for others, injustice, immorality, 
violence against the innocent, and disobedience to God’s Law. 

Try to picture this scene in your mind.  There were several million Israelites, and they were to 
stand on two mountains.  Each time the Levites read off a behavior that was cursed by God, all the 
people were to answer with a thunderous “Amen!”  What a vivid lesson! 

Behaviors That Bring God’s Blessing 
Deut. 28:1 What was Israel told to do to receive God’s blessings? 

 



They could be blessed “if thou shalt ___________ diligently unto the 
voice of the LORD thy God, to ___________ and to ______ all His 
_______________ which I command thee this day.” 
 

Deut. 28:2 God promised His blessings would overtake the Israelites, like a hunter 
relentlessly pursuing his unsuspecting prey. 
 

Deut. 28:3-14 These verses describe the blessings Israel would receive for faithfully 
obeying God.  What are those blessings? 

 v. 3:  v. 4:  

v. 5:  v. 6:  

v. 7:  v. 8:  

v. 9:  v. 10:  

v. 11:  v. 12:  

v. 13:  v. 14:  

The rest of chapter 28 describes more curses that would come upon Israel if they were disobedient.  
God even told them that hundreds of years later they would be invaded by foreign powers, lose 
their land, and be scattered all over the earth.  God repeatedly told Israel that obedience to His Law 
would bring blessing, but disobedience would bring a curse.  Then He gave them a choice. 

Deut. 30:15 What were their possible choices? 
 

Deut. 30:16 What would Israel have to do to be blessed? 
 

Deut. 30:17-18 What did God promise would happen to them if they turned away from 
Him to worship false gods? 
 

Deut. 30:19 “I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set 
before you ________ and _________, ____________ and 
___________.”  What did God urge them to choose? 
 

Concluding Thoughts: God gave Israel a choice.  He vividly described the awful things that 
would happen if they were unfaithful to Him, as well as the wonderful things that would come 
their way if they obeyed.  He made the choice clear, and practically begged them to choose to 
receive His blessings. 

Unfortunately, history reveals that Israel chose God’s curse.  His prophecy of their future was 
fulfilled.  For thousands of years, they have experienced curses rather than blessings. 

God has given us a choice as well.  We can choose the blessing of eternal life by accepting Jesus 
Christ as our Lord and Savior, or we can choose hell if we reject Him.  Have you chosen eternal 



life, or are you destined for hell?  If you want to receive Christ, read the scripture verses printed 
on the back of this book, confess your sin, and ask Jesus to save you. 

In addition to choosing Jesus, Christians also face daily choices about obeying God.  We choose, 
by our actions, to either receive God’s blessing or serious trouble.   

Which do you want: blessings or curses?  Confess your sin, recommit your life to the Lord, and 
commit to living each day in obedience to God’s commands. 

 
 
Project:  Memorize Deuteronomy 30:19.  If there are any behaviors in your life that could bring 
God’s curse, stop them immediately. 

Don’t forget to get your copy of the Sunday School Member Quarterly for the new quarter.  We’ll 
study the final chapters of Deuteronomy next week and then continue on to the books of Joshua 
and Judges. 

 


