The vision
November 2, 2021
A Month of Giving Thanks
We are now in the month of November, which means that Morningside has officially
begun the annual “Month of Giving Thanks.” During November each year there is a special
emphasis each Sunday on the theme of Giving Thanks.
Life can bring to everyone various unexpected trials, challenges, and difficulties. These
challenges put our faith to the test. It is very easy to live under God’s blessings every day and
become so accustomed to them that we almost get to the place we think we deserve them. We
want to always have an attitude of gratitude and learn to daily praise God out loud. In
agreement with the song writer, “Let the redeemed of the Lord say so.”

Wayne Robertson
Pastor

As part of this annual “Month of Giving Thanks” we have a special opportunity to express our gratitude to God
for His priceless care and guidance over us by giving to the annual Thanksgiving Offering. All gifts received
from the 2021 Thanksgiving Offering will go toward Family Life Center that is now under construction. God has
blessed all of us individually and as a church in countless ways. He shows His love, care, goodness, and watch care
over us every day.
Beth and I give each year to the Thanksgiving Offering an amount that is equal to one month’s tithe. We do this
being motivated by the desire to show our appreciation to our Lord in a tangible way for all He does to show His
constant love for us. I hope you will prayerfully consider what you will give to show your gratitude to Jesus for all
He does for you. The elders will announce the total thanksgiving offering on the first Sunday of December. I want
to sincerely thank you for your every expression of gratitude and thanksgiving. Please pray with me that the month of
November will bring a flood of gratitude from Morningside to the heart of our glorious Savior.
Reflect on the following lyrics of the well-known song “Give Thanks” by Don Moen.
Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One,
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.
And now let the weak say, “I am strong,”
Let the poor say, “I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us.”
Give thanks.
We give thanks to you Oh Lord,
We give thanks.

2604 Bemiss Road, Valdosta
229-242-1426

morningside.ws

Bounce houses!

Rock Climbing wall!

Hot dogs, chips, drinks!
Funnel cakes!
Giveaways!

Upward Soccer awards!

Music!

Memories!

John Yates

Minister of Education

Set your clocks BACK one hour this Saturday.
Daylight Saving Time ends this weekend. Make yourself a note or put a reminder in your phone to set your clocks
BACK one hour on Saturday so you won’t miss Sunday School on Sunday morning. Please contact your class
members on Saturday to remind them, too. We don’t want anyone to miss Sunday School simply because they forgot
to change their clocks.

Have you downloaded our Morningside Church app?
Through the Church app you can submit prayer requests, receive notifications from
Morningside, watch sermons, read the weekly Vision newsletter, check the calendar, and
even give offerings.
Installing and using the app is easy. Click on the following link, and then click the
appropriate black box to locate the Church app in your app store.
https://easytithe.ministryone.com/landing/ZA58
Once you’ve downloaded the app, choose your church by searching for Morningside.
When you open the app, you’ll see a screen that looks like this illustration:
Explore the app by touching the various tiles. You will really enjoy the Church app and
find it very useful. Almost 180 of our folks are already using the new app!

Brother John

Welcome New Member
Louise Roper - by Letter

THE POWER OF THE CROSS
Keith Getty and Stuart Townsend
O, to see the dawn of the darkest day,
Christ on the road to Calvary.
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then
Nailed to a cross of wood.
This, the power of the cross;
Christ became sin for us.
Took the blame, bore the wrath;
We stand forgiven at the cross.

David Tew

Minister of Music

Oh, to see the pain, written on Your face,
Bearing the awesome weight of sin,
Ev’ry bitter thought, ev’ry evil deed
Crowning Your blood stained brow.
This, the power of the cross;
Christ became sin for us.
Took the blame, bore the wrath;
We stand forgiven at the cross.
Now the daylight flees; now the ground beneath
Quakes as its Maker bows His head.
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life,
“Finished!” the vict’ry cry.
This, the power of the cross;
Christ became sin for us.
Took the blame, bore the wrath;
We stand forgiven at the cross.
Oh, to see my name, written in the wounds,
For through Your suff’ring I am free.
Death is crushed to death; life is mine to live,
Won through Your selfless love.
This, the power of the cross;
Son of God, slain for us.
What a love, what a cost;
We stand forgiven at the cross.
May we realize in a tremendous way the sincere power of the cross because of the death, burial, and resurrection of
our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ. We stand forgiven at the cross. Praise His name.
Because He Lives,
Brother David
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Cells and Teens
Oh no!! Not another message about the dangers of cell phones. Well, yes, this is indeed another
message about cell phone addiction dangers. And I’m delivering this message again, because it is
a real problem. I know it is a “real problem” because I have seen the negative effects of cell
phone overuse or inappropriate use. Dr. Neha Bhave Salankar is a consultant psychiatrist at
Bhave Institute of Mental Health based in Nagpur and writes about this problem on
MomJunction.com.
Here are some “proven” real concerns:
Stress: Studies have proven that teens who spend too much of their time with their cell phones
are more prone to stress, anxiety, and depression. Research has also found that excessive use
of smartphones may result in an increased risk of mental health problems.

“Nipper”
John Nitschke
Youth Director

Sleep loss: Studies have found that teenagers who use cellphones after the lights are out experienced increased
tiredness. Also, college students who use cell phones after the onset of sleep are reported to be awake an extra 46
minutes per week.
Accidents: According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), teens are more likely to be
distracted than drivers of any other age. So, using a cell phone while driving should be a strict no (for adults
too!!)
Anxiety: Relying on texting as a primary mode of communication can increase anxiety in teens. Texting is
instantly gratifying, but it also produces anxiety. The instant reply by a friend can bring joy and elation. But in
case of delayed response or no response, this same pleasure can turn into disappointment. Also, cell phone
addiction can turn into an obsession to check messages and reply immediately. It may also increase anxiety by
creating an illusion that they had received a message even when there was no message, making them frequently
check their phones.
Cyberbullying: According to a survey, cyberbullying makes teenagers sad and unwilling to attend school. This
study has also found that children who are cyberbullied have a higher risk of psychosomatic problems, such as
frequent headaches, problems falling asleep, a higher rate of anxiety, and depression. Cyberbullying is much
more difficult to identify than physical bullying as it tends to be more invisible. Also, the perpetrators can hide
behind the anonymity offered by the internet.
False prestige: The latest developments in cell phones have made it easy for teenagers to access any
information. Most of the things projected on social media and the Internet may not be accurate, but teenagers
who are naive (at their age) might take them seriously and get influenced. This might lead them to live in a
fantasy world and develop false prestige. Some may also resort to crimes to fulfill their fantasies.
Obesity: According to a study conducted by Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health, teens who spend more
hours a day on cell phones are more likely to become obese. The study further says that teens who spend more
than five hours a day in front of screens are 43% more likely to get less sleep or exercise, resulting in obesity.
Vision problems: Increased use of cell phones is said to cause vision problems in teenagers. As per a study
conducted on 30 medical students, 83% of them were found to have cell phone vision syndrome. The symptoms
include stress, redness, burning sensation, blurred vision, and dry eyes.
Excessive usage of cell phones surpasses their usefulness and creates new problems in teenagers. While you may not
stop your teenager from using a cell phone, it is possible to limit the usage by establishing some ground rules.
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Sunday School Attendance

10:30 AM Morning Worship ......................293
Nursery .........................................................11
Total
304
Evening Worship .........................................208
Nursery ...........................................................5
Total
213

Preschool...................................................... 18
Children ........................................................ 28
Youth ............................................................ 30
College & Career .......................................... 18
Adults ......................................................... 161
Total
255
Contacts ................................................. 733
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